
Bonjour! Bienvenue à 
l’immersion française.

Hello, and welcome to 
the French Immersion 
(FI) program.

Bonjour! At the SCDSB, we are proud to be able to offer the French Immersion 
program to our students and look forward to having your child join us. 
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Bienvenue - Welcome

• Overview of the program (Gr. 1 – 12)

• Supporting your child

• Program locations and transportation

• Application process

• Frequently Asked Questions

The purpose of this information is to provide you with an overview of the program, 
the application process and to answer any questions you may have.
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Did you know…?

Researchers 
believe 
additional-language 
learners tend to be 
more divergent 
thinkers, with 
improved memory 
and attention span.

There are many benefits to an education in an additional language. Research shows 
that additional-language learning provides cognitive and academic benefits. It is 
known to enhance first-language and overall literacy skills, and to provide a 
foundation for the learning of additional languages. Learning a language is also 
connected to self-confidence and strong social skills. 

Many of the children in French Immersion are learning French as a third or even 
fourth language. If your family’s first language is not English, they can still join French 
Immersion and thrive in the program.  There are currently dozens of different 
languages spoken by families with children succeeding in French Immersion. 
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The French Immersion Program 

• 100% classroom 
program in French for 
Grades 1 & 2

• Emphasis on oral 
communication in 
Grade 1

• English language 
instruction is 
introduced in Grade 3 

The French Immersion program was introduced in September, 2013. Students enter 
the program in Grade 1. Our first group of French Immersion students are in Grade 8 
now.   In Grade 1 and 2, students in the French Immersion Program learn all of their 
subjects in French, including Physical and Health Education, Music, Dance, Drama, 
Visual Arts, Social Studies, and Mathematics.  

Although all strands of French language: listening, speaking, reading and writing are 
taught, there is a focus on Oral Language development in Grade 1. Throughout 
primary grades, students will learn vocabulary through rhymes, songs, simple texts 
and interaction with the teacher and their peers. Eventually, through supported and 
independent experiences, students learn to express their personal thoughts and 
feelings and to communicate ideas.

To overcome the initial language barrier, teachers use gestures, drama, music and 
body language to help children understand what they are saying without needing to 
speak English. The goal is to make sure children feel happy and secure in the second 
language learning environment and to make learning a new language fun.

Parents are often surprised and impressed by how quickly their children begin to 
speak and think in French. 
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50% French

150 minutes 
of instruction 
in English

67% French

100 minutes 
of instruction 
in English

83% French

50 minutes of 
English 
Language

100% French

All subjects 
are taught in 
French

How much is taught in French?

GRADE 
1 & 2

GRADE 
3 & 4

GRADE 
5 & 6

GRADE 
7 & 8

Currently, the English Language is introduced in Grade 3 for approximately 50 
minutes a day. The amount of English instruction is gradually increased until the end 
of Grade 8, when students may receive up to 50 per cent of their instruction in 
English. 

Gr 1-2 100% French 
Gr 3-4 83% French
Gr 5-6 67% French (English Language and Mathematics in English)
Gr 7-8 50% French (French Language, History/Geography are taught in French)
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● 10 courses in French
● Graduate with a 

Certificate of French 
Immersion Studies

● Interested Gr 12 
students can challenge 
the Diplôme Études 
Langue Française 
(DELF)

What happens in High School?

In secondary school, students who continue with the program through their 
elementary years, will take four consecutive French language courses and another six 
courses taught in French. Students who graduate from the program will receive a 
Certificate of French Immersion Studies from their school. Our first French Immersion 
Grade 9 program will begin in the 2021/2022 school year.

Students who wish to have their French language skills assessed and recognized by an 
internationally-recognized governing body, outside of a classroom environment, can 
challenge the DELF. The DELF stands for diplome d’etudes en langue francaise. The 
DELF diploma is valid for life and is recognized around the world. The DELF 
certification is recognized by many administrative bodies, employers, and educational 
institutions. 
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Our Philosophy

“Education creates opportunities, 
and it can do so for everyone.”

The French Immersion program is 
inclusive of ALL learners.  

The Simcoe County District School Board’s vision and mission for the French 

Immersion program is based on the evidence-based belief that every child 
can learn a language. Like in the English stream, teachers will adapt 

programming to fit the needs of all students according to the principles of Universal 
Design for Learning and Balanced Literacy. 
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We say “oui”

All students can be 
successful in 
French as a Second 
Language programs 
including French 
Immersion. 

Success can look 
different for every 
child.  

Studies have shown that additional language learning enhances a child’s first 
language. It is typical for a FI student’s language development to slow down in the 
early years as they learn to manage two or more languages. Children learn to speak, 
read and write in French using the same language development as in English. Many of 
the sounds are similar while others are unique. Research shows that most children’s 
dual language proficiency stabilizes by Grade 6. There is also research to support that 
multilingual students outperform monolingual students in many subjects. Where 
possible, families are strongly encouraged to read with their child in English at home 
as students will not be exposed to English language instruction until Grade 3 in our FI 
program. 
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Special Education Supports

Special 
Education 
support is 
delivered in 
English and 
may be 
delivered in 
French if 
qualified staff 
are available.

Children of all abilities can be successful in FI. Early interventions with struggling 
readers, such as phonological awareness training, and strategies used to support 
students with exceptionalities are equally effective in helping students in French 
Immersion. 

Special education support is delivered in English and may be delivered in French 
where qualified staff are available. Students with special education needs have the 
support of the classroom teacher and, where appropriate, the special education 
resource teacher. While resource support may be delivered in English or French (if 
available), recommended learning strategies are implemented by the classroom 
teacher in French. 
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The research says…

“Students with strong literacy 
skills in their first language, 
have an advantage when 
developing their proficiency in a 
second language.” 

(Cummins, J., 1998)

It’s not necessary for parents to have a background in French to support their 
children’s French language development. Reading in English or any other language 
used in the home will not hinder French language learning. In fact, research supports 
that it will strengthen the additional language (FSL) development.  
As with school in general, your positive attitude about the program and what your 
child is learning will have a significant impact. 
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How to Support Your Child

Spend time at home reading and writing in your 
child’s first language will help to develop strong 
literacy skills.

Ask your child to explain their FSL learning to 
you. Modeling second language learning skills is 
beneficial. 

Literacy decoding, comprehension and processing skills are the same when learning 
any language.  Helping your child to develop these skills in their first language will 
support growth at school with French Language development. Continue to read to 
and with your child in their first language at home. 
Language learning is a skill that requires practice like: swimming, printing, and piano. 
We all make mistakes and struggle when we learn something new. Every individual 
learns at their own pace.  Success comes with practice.
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Where is our child’s 
FI program? 

French Immersion is a county-wide program. Locations are selected based on 
available space and to make sure there’s equitable access regardless of where 
students live in the county. Go to www.scdsb.on.ca - Elementary - French as a Second 
Language - click the button titled, “Find my FI school”. Once there, type in your home 
address and find your school. Each program has designated feeder schools assigned 
to it.   
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Changes to Locations

Please note that locations can change and programs 
may be split between two sites 

Each school year, the Board of Trustees review the locations for the French 
Immersion program or makes changes to some feeder school lists for the French 
Immersion program. 

Changes to FI site locations are due mostly to issues with space. Parents and 
guardians are made aware of these intended changes well in advance.  

Your child will need to attend the designated French Immersion location based on the 
current feeder school lists. 
We know some families may have other siblings already attending programs who will 
be at a different school. 

We are not able to accommodate any out-of-area requests in the French programs. 

If you’re interested in the program for your child, you should proceed with the 
application process.

It is also important for you to understand that program locations may change during 
your child’s time in the program, and your child may need to move schools.
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Transportation 

Busing is available 
from centralized 
community 
bus stops. 

We do provide transportation to the French programs. It is important to note that 
the transportation is not the same as our regular school transportation. 

• Transportation is available for students to attend their designated FI schools. 
• Centralized community bus stops are established for student pick-up and drop-off. 
• The locations of the centralized community bus stops will be communicated to 

parents once they are determined. 
• It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to transport their child to and from 

the community bus stop for both pick-up and drop-off. 
• Maximum bus travel times currently established under board policy will not apply 

to bus routes transporting children to FI programs. It is possible that your child’s 
bus ride may exceed 60 minutes one way. 

• Maximum walking distances to bus stops currently established under board policy 
will not apply to program buses transporting children to FI programs. It is possible 
that your child’s walking distance to their community bus stop may exceed 1.6 km. 
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Where is the Application?

www.scdsb.on.ca

Elementary

French as a 
Second Language

The application will be made available on Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 9 am.

The application process for French Immersion is online. 

The form will be found as a link on the French as a Second Language board page 
under ‘Elementary’ at www.scdsb.on.ca. Look for the section titled, “Grade 1 French 
Immersion”

If you don’t have Internet access, or need help with the application for any other 
reason, you can contact your current school principal. If your child isn’t currently 
attending a Simcoe County District School Board school, please contact us and we will 
be happy to assist. 

You will be notified of your child’s acceptance into the program by the principal at 
your home school. 
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Application Process

French Immersion application is online!

9 a.m. Tuesday, December 1, 2020 to 
4 p.m. Friday, December 18, 2020 

Applications are chosen using a digitally randomized 
lottery system.

Applicants will be notified by mail about the status of 
their application by April, 2021.

Enrolment 

into the FI program in Grade 1 is limited to a maximum of 40 students per designated

 FI site. While every effort will be made to accommodate all FI applications, available 

space and staffing will determine how many students can be registered. 

The online application window will be open for a three-week period prior to the 

winter holidays. Application dates are from December 1st to December 18th.  
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FI Application - Step 1

1 application 
per family 

Accuracy is
 IMPORTANT!

When completing the application, the following information is required:
● Parent/Guardian’s First and Last Name
● Current Address including:

○ Street Number
○ Street Name
○ City/Town
○ Postal Code
○ email
○ Phone number
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FI Application - Step 2

1 application 
per family 

Accuracy is
 IMPORTANT!

●

●Current School and Grade
●School Board (either SCDSB or Other)
●Student First and Last Name
●Date of birth

Please note:  Accuracy is important when making your application. 
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Application Summary

1 application 
per family 

Accuracy is
 IMPORTANT!

PLEASE REMEMBER: Only 1 application per family is accepted. 

In circumstances where a family has more than one child entering grade 1, parents 
may place the names of the children on the same application form and it will 
count as one application. 

Alternately, parents/guardians may choose to enter an application for each child. 
Parents/guardians should know that if they decide this option, there is a chance 
that the outcome may not be the same for their children.

19



How can you support your child in 
learning French?

https://on.cpf.ca/

www.idello.org

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/
literacynumeracy/parent
GuideFrench.pdf

As with all programs, positive learning experiences occur when students are 
encouraged at school and at home to enjoy additional language learning. Children are 
successful learners when they are supported and motivated. Canadian Parents for 
French offers many resources and supports for families who have students enrolled 
in FSL programs. 

IDELLO is another resource rich site designed for educators, parents and students. It 
offers thousands of games, apps and videos that can be customized to suit your 
child’s learning level. 

The Ministry of Education has also provided a handbook for parents that includes 
practical suggestions for simple, everyday things you can do at home to enhance your 
child’s learning in French Immersion. 
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Avez-vous des questions?

Email us at fsl@scdsb.on.ca

We hope that we’ve provided you with a comprehensive overview of the French 
Immersion program in SCDSB. You may want to visit the frequently asked questions 
sheet from the scdsb website (under the French as Second Language, Immersion tab) 
as a reference. Should you have any further questions, please contact your child’s 
principal or email your questions to fsl@scdsb.on.ca 
https://www.scdsb.on.ca/UserFiles/Servers/Server_210898/File/Elementary/French%
20as%20a%20Second%20Language/French_Program_FAQs.pdf
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Merci! Thank you! 

Thank you for your interest in the French Immersion Program. 
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